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Greek it amounted to immorality. On the other hand, their
moral teachings placed an unprecedented emphasis upon
individuality. As a class they did not teach immorality, for
they held no common system of views ; the only idea common
to all was that there were no such universal ideas, or standards
of conduct, but that, in the words of Protagoras, one of the
greatest of them, " Man is the measure of all things." As
this meant the individual man, the tendency long developing
in Greek society toward giving individuality more and more
emphasis in moral life and in the educational process, here
finds its culmination, for this is pure individualism.
The sophists taught, then, that the individual was to deter-
mine his own ends in life; his own standards of conduct in
accomplishing these ends; the extent of his services to the
state; of his observance of the old customs and moral tradi-
tions, of his sacrifice of time, and wealth, and energy for the
common good. Naturally many found no basis for continuing
the old customs, and a period of great laxity and even disso-
luteness followed. Many lacked the rational power to find a
sufficient basis for moral conduct or sufficient moral stamina
to observe if they believed in such. The immorality of the
sophists, then, was a negative one, to be found in their exalta-
tion of the individual. The individual now found a place
distinct from and above his life as a citizen. From the point
of view of the teachings of the times, this life, devoted to his
own development and the expansion of his own personality,
was of greater moral worth, than was one of observance of
the customs wherein was dominant the morality of the city
state and the old Greek Jife. From the point of view of the
old Greek, the sophist tendency was an immoral one; from the
point of view of modern thought it is seen to be a necessary
negative or critical stage, destruction of the old, but clearing
the ground and even laying the foundation for the new. At
the worst it was in education but a practical and utilitarian
tendency toward giving the individual full freedom in the life